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ABSTRACT

Objectives of this research were to; 1. Study the development of Sangha
administration of the Thai Sangha Order, 2. Study the present condition of the Thai
Sangha administration and 3. Propose the trend of Sangha administration in the next
decade

Methodology was the future research collecting data from document and
21 experts by Delphi techniques and analyzed data by computerized program using
statistics as median, mean and inter quartile range.

Findings were as follows:

1.Thai Sangha administration was divided into 4 periods; 1) Sukhothai
period, 2) Ayudhaya period, 3) Dhonburi period and Ratankosin period (from the reign
of King Rama 1-9)

2. The present condition of Thai Sangha administration was based on the
Sangha Act of 2505 B.E., (amended in 2535 B.E.). The strong point of administration
according this Sangha Act is one Supreme Patriarch appointment by the King from a
monk who has the highest Sangha rank with the consensus of the 21 members of
Supreme Sangha Council. The Supreme Patriarch has 5 important roles and duties as
(1) administering Sangha in good orders, (2) administering and novice ordination
determination, (3) controlling and supporting the religion education, education
support, Buddhism dissemination, construction and renovation and public welfare
support, (4) maintaining Dhamma-vinaya and Buddhism principles and (5) performing
other duties as set forward in this Act or other laws.

3. The trend of Thai Sangha administration in the next decade:
Administration must follow Dhamma-Vinaya, rules and regulations, national Act,
Accords and laws, must follow the orders from the boss, must screen persons to be
ordained to prevent the future problems and practice oneself according to the
seniority system. The religion education; there must be administration according to
old system but the content of subject matters must be modernized, utilizing the



modern media, supporting monks to learn the higher level of education in order to
be able to disseminate more knowledge, teachers’ qualification must be
standardized. The educational support; there should be more Dhammasuksa studies,
scholarship for those good but poor students should be provided. Poor schools
should be supported with educational materials and media especially those schools
located in or near monasteries so that young people would come to Buddhist
Sunday Schools. Buddhism dissemination; there should utilize modern technology,
creative multimedia and Buddhist radio stations should be set up to promote pro-
active project so that people would be interested in the projects, Construction and
renovation; There should be appropriate buildings to be constructed and to be
repaired, the budget for the activities should be allocated appropriately, the
beautiful arts and cultures in Buddhism should be conserved. The knowledge about
the ancient buildings, historical sites and heritage places should be disseminated.
The public welfares; there should be giving the priority to help those who needed
help continuously, the communities that were lacking. They should be public
cooperation in building a medical centers to help the communities, to build
infrastructure for communities, and to help those who confronted with the natural
crisis by providing abodes, food and medical assistances.



