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ABSTRACT

The Research entitled “The Influence of Theravada Buddhism
on the Cultural Arts in the Reign of King Borommatrilokanart of Ayutthaya
Period” is targeted at studying;

1. The history of the Ayutthaya kingdom during the reign of the
King Borommatrilokanart in the context of politics, leadership, cultural society,
economy and religion.

2. The King Borommatrilokanart’s role in supporting the Buddhism.

3. The Influence of Theravada Buddhism on the cultiral arts in
architecture, the image, the psychology, and literature during the reign of King
Borommatrilokanart.

This research is a documental research compiled from the Buddhist

historical ~ resources and other related resources. Later on, the data gathered

from the study were analyzed and compiled.
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This thesis was divided into 5 chapters: |

Chapter I deals with the history, the importance of the research
problem, the purpose of the research, the limitation of the research, the
definition of the research, the methods of the research, and the outcomes of
the research. _

Chapter II deals with the biography or the first cradle of Ayutthaya
during the reign of King Borommatrilokanart

Chapter III deals with the King Borommatrilokanart and his supports
in Buddhism.

Chapter IV deals with the Influence of Theravada Bﬁddhism on
cultural arts in the context of architecture, the image, the psychology and
literatures.

Chapter V deals with the conclusion and suggestions for further
research. |

From the research, it can be concluded as follows;

1. The King Borommatrilokanart had improved the old leadership
style for the stability of the country. He also had separated the military from
the citizen for balancing his power. This leadership style had beén used until
the reign of King Rama the Fifth of Ratanakhosin Period.

2. The King Borommatrilokanart had promoted Buddhism by
promulgating the law and giving an accord of feudalism to Buddhist monks.
This in turn had also supported the study of Buddhism during ihat period.
Besides, He himself had donated his property to restore the temples, casting 500
Buddha’s images, the Buddha statues, building the Chulamanee temple in
Phitsanulok province and ordained at that temple for 8 months and 15 days

which showed his strong faith in Buddhism.

Page 7 of 170



L \ -
g tmininenst \ | .
%—-ﬁ uninerseamigansanineét

—

3. The Influence of Theravada Buddhism on the Cultural arts
during the Reign of King Borommatrilokanart of Ayutthaya. Period was
caused by his strong faith in Theravada Buddhism . This could be seen from his
endeavor in the construction of the architectural sites like stupa of Chulamanee
temple and stupa of Phrasriratanamahathatu temple in Phitsanulok province
with it character as the deluded door and stranded the two lotus at the
stupa and so on. In the context of fine arts, the King had ordered the construction
of the Standing Buddha Image at Phrarama temple that has wide face with
rectangular mix with oval face and so on. Also, the were the images of the
previous Buddha on the ceiling of Phrarama Temple. In the context of
literatures, The King, together with the noble men of that period, had compiled

the literary work called “Mah3jati Gamluang”.
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