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ABSTRACT

This thesis aimed at a study of a local herbal medicine doctor’s history and
importance, ethics for him, and his ethics in the herbal treatment.

It is found that the ethics as a local herbal medicine doctor’s practical way could
be considerably divided into three points:

1. The local herbal medicine doctor’s history and importance had been
developed to cure human diseases from the past to the present by using herbs to cure human
diseases. A way of herbal treatment was derived by means of be studied from month to
month. Later, there was a record of many herbal formulas such as Tamraphaetsatsongkror.

The local herbal medicine doctor had followed the teachings in a Chathasart scripture which
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mentioned ethics for the local herbal medicine doctor as a good way of his ethical practice
till the present time.

2. The local herbal medicine doctor’s use of the Buddha’s teachings relating to
curing diseases were three roots of bad actions (Akusalamiila), four sublime states of mind
(Brahmavihara), four paths of accomplishment (Iddhipada), and a nursery way to take of the
patient, that were effectively applied to cure his problems in curing diseases and to live in
the right way. This made him well-known in the community. By means of following the
Buddhist principles, he became a main cause of great benefits coming both to him and
others. Therefore, the well-observed ethics were really recognized as a good protector to
prevent the ethical followers from damaging his code of professional conduct and to keep
the local herbal medicine doctor’s ethical culture for ever.

3. The local herbal medicine doctor’s ethical problems in curing diseases in the
present time were usually recognized as a big problem. These ethical problems came from
economical crisis and selfish. Someone desired to become a local herbal medicine doctor
because he could earn high income. But really, he lacked a study of its theoretical and
practical knowledge. As a result, he grew his greedy and selfish mind and also behaved
immorally without being conscious to be a local herbal medicine doctor.

The way to cure the ethical problem was to ask the government, private companies and
people to protect and take care of this Thai invaluable science without allowing immoral
persons to mention and use it in an immoral way.

There were three local herbal medicine doctors who suggested a way to cure the local
herbal medicine doctor’s ethical problems.

1. Mr. Phanom Hormsombat used the Buddhist principles of mindfulness and
awareness.

2. Mr. Samran Lunthala observed four sublime states of mind.

3. Mr. Thongrak Phetkhiaw learnt a lack of prejudice.

These local herbal medicine doctors had cured diseases in two ways:
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1. Original treatment was a way to cure diseases by means of reading books or
learning it from generation to generation. Unlike the present doctor at the hospital, it
included the whetted, boiled and soaked medicine, etc.

2. Thai-styled herbal treatment was a process to cure diseases by means of
scientist knowledge, a scientist tool, a diagnosis, and curing systematically diseases

according to such a diagnosis.
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