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ABSTRACT
This research is the analytical study of a murderer and his attainment
of Arahantship : especifically in the case of Ven. Arigulimala Thera. There are three
objectives in this research : 1. To Study Ven. Arigulimala Thera’s autobiography, his

previous existences and his later rebirth. 2. To Study the killing motives possessed by
the murderer and what attributed to his Arahantship 3. To Study and analyze the

murderer called “Argulimala” and his attainment of Arahantship for the useful

adaptation to present Thai societies.

What has been found through the research is that Ven. Arigulimala Thera
was born and reborn as a murder for at least four times of birth, but he had a

Bhodisatta (Buddha-Would-Be) as Kalyanamitra (a good friend) who taught him and

advised him to give up the murder. Later, he gave up the murder and cleaned his

slate of living by observing five precepts as well as accumulating tremendous

Paramis (Perfections). In his last birth he was Arigulimala “The Murderer”.

Arigulimala was not a hard-core murderer by nature, rather, he was forced

by his teacher to destroy a lot of people’s lives. He had no motive of his own, but he

was deceived by the corrupted teacher. He encountered Lord Buddha who later

became his Kalyanamitta (a good friend) who taught him the Dhamma that lead him
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to attain Sotapattiphala (the Fruition of Stream-Entry). Afterwards, he had been given

ordination and had opportunity to study and practise the Dhamma. The factors

contributing to the cause of Arigulimala’s Arahantship attainment can be summarized

as follows:- Ven. Angulimala studied the Dhamma in accordance with the Three-

Fold Training (TiSikkha) : Morality (Sila), Concentration (Smadhi), Wisdom
(Pafina); by following the principles of Bodhipakkiya-Dhamma, thirty-seven
qualities for enlightenment. Arigulimala pursued merits by giving Dana (Charity) with
generosity, being possessed of Sila (morality), practising two types of mental

development (Bhavana) which are (1) Samadha-bhavana: tranquility development. (2)
Vipassana-bhavana : insight development, to train and develop the mind to reach the
clear comprehension and see through all conditioned states that they are
impermanent, suffering and not-self. By putting forth the utmost possible efforts, he
finally attained the Arahantship which helped him to eradicate all kinds of his Evil
Kamma. Besides, he did not commit Anantariyakamma: the immediacy-deed which
is the greatest obstacle prohibiting evryone from having Path and Fruit. Therefore, he

had the capability to attain the Arahantship.

Ven. Argulimala Thera’s story can be viewed as an example for all the

murderers in our Thai societies at the present time. Whenever a person leads his life
in a wrong way of livelihood and has gone to the unrighteous direction but has
conscience to wake up, to cultivate or to develop himself through studying and

practising the Dhamma and thereby enabling him to polish his act, to change his

behavior in every aspect, physically, verbally and mentally including his thought,
sooner or later that person will acquire morality and ethics and continue to lead his

life in harmony with all the societies.
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