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ABSTRACT

The following research is about “The participation process of hilltribes in the
propagation of Buddhism of Phra Dhammajarika in Ban Huai Pong, Chiang Dao, Chiang
Mai” conducted for the objective of finding the appropriate method for the propagation of
Buddhism in the hill tribe villages. There are two strategies; firstly, the participation of
hilltribes is about problem solving and self-help development. The other is the participation
of hilltribes in the propagation of Buddhism through important activities which can make
them develop more knowledge and more understanding the ideals and principles of
Buddhism. Then they will accept and practice in Buddhist Ethics, which give them more
happier lives in society.

Research Methodology: The researcher used the anthropological approach to work
with the people in the village. In this method he must create good relationships with the

hilltribes, collect data and information by observation, using questionnaires, meetings, and
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talking with the leaders and elders of the village. The information about culture and tradition
will be checked with articles and documents which were written by hilltribe experts.

The result of this research discovered that the propagation of Buddhism of Phra
Dhammajarika in Ban Huai Pong by using “People participation” is suitable and possible
because it does not destroy their social values and cultures. The participation process is the
main factor of fact finding, problem solving and self-help development. Meanwhile, the
process will urge villagers to realize their responsibility and the advantages they can gain
from activities involving the propagation of Buddhism. The final results are efficient,
valuable, and sustainable for Buddhism and they carry over to the next generation.

The important issue of “people participation process” in the development or
propagation of Buddhism is to appreciate activities that make the membership of the village
know and understand about data, facts, problems, and methods of problem solving or self-
help and community development. Then it will guide the villagers to use their wisdom of
villagers to analyze their community, and also to find the right and suitable method for
carrying out activities or projects.

For the extension of Buddhist propagation in the hilltribe village, both quantity and
quality, it is necessary to select and train as many leaders of Buddhist members who are
living in villages, as much as possible. They will then be good representatives of Phra
Dhammajarika in the village and solve the problem about the current lack of Phra
Dhammajarika in villages. The propagation of Buddhism of Phra Dhammajarika for
determination of helping people in the world, benefits a lot of people, increasing their
quality of life. The most appropriate method nowadays is to use the “people participation
process” in the important activities such as: using the mass media broadcasting, to select
and train leaders of Buddhist community members, to operate activities on the important
days of Buddhism and of the nation, to teach moral and ethics in schools, to practice by
following Dhamma of Buddhism and to operate the activities of vowing and association to
be Buddhist. At lastly, the researcher hopes that hilltribes will be more accepting of

Buddhism and have a better quality of life.
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