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ABSTRACT

This thesis consists of 3 purposes namely: 1. studying the principle of the speech
usage in Theravada Buddhism, 2. studying the constructive speech usage in Theravada Buddhism,
and 3. studying the constructive applied speech usage in the way of daily life.

The results of the study indicate that the speech usage in Theravada Buddhism is based
on the principles of Navangasatthusasana and the achievement of the speech depends on the
optional language, the selected men, the selected territories, the spoken language, and the bodily
shown language. As for the issue of the constructive speech usage, it is found that Lord Buddha’s
speech wholly accepted Subhasitavacas are excellent. Both monks and Buddhist laymen depend
on Subhasitavacas to lead their lives. It should be noted that there are some differences between
monks and laymen about their actions, that is to say the monks prefer to have the supramundance
action whereas the general laymen prefer the mundane level.

From the application of the speech usage in daily life, it is found that Lord Buddha’s
doctrines shown by Him enables His followers to lead their lives to the state of happiness. That is
to say, the right action to friends and relatives, retinues and societies. Moreover, the right action
consists of the right understanding (Sammaditthi), the knowledge of what the life is, how to carry
on the happy life and how to solve all the arising problems by peaceful means.

Furthermore, how to lead one’s life without any problems, how to realize the perceptive
fact as to what the true happiness of life is are the ways to enter the path of perfect contentment.

So, the right understanding of the Buddha’s words, can lead the people to gain happiness

in daily life. It may be the highest benefit in this existence and in the next word.
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