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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research was to study the Khon Kaen Province focussing on
Nungtalung I-San or I-San Shadow Play, and the ethics appearing in the I-San Shadow Play, and
also the I-San Shadow Play Ethics having an influence upon Ban Sra Kaeo’s Villagers including the

benefit derived from conservation disseminated from the I-San Shadow Play.

The result of the study was found that the I-San Shadow Play has been a well - Known
amusement since the reign of King Rama VII, the origination of I-San Shadow Play was about
Ramakian or Ramayana story occurred in the Jambhu Dipa or India which was a shadow dance called
“Chaya Nataka’’. Later on it was influenced from Chava or Indonesia from which people had got their
own entertainment called “Vayungkulit” showing Ramayana story and Mahabharatayuth. Later on it
was influenced from Brahmanism from which the show had been changed to be Brahmanist gods
mixed with the former ones. The most important thing was that the former Chava show was changed
again when Islamic religion was brought to Chava in the 15 -16" centuries then it was spread from
Chava through Malasia and it finally was taken to the south of Thailand. There, it, was processed to
be Shadow Play . As for Northeastern region the I-San Shadow Play had been brought during the
reigns of King Ramas VIl because the Northeastern or I-San people had been associated with other

regions through Bangkok during this period of time. Moreover, the Northeastern people migrated to
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work in the South, Central Plain, and Bangkok, hence the I-San Shadow Play was directly influenced
from the Southern Shadow Play. This was actually historical link with Indian culture spread in South
East Asian Region. The [-San Shadow Play was a new cultural play distributed in I1-San Villages
including Sra Kaeo Village, they had received this show through learning, experience of outside
working, then they tried to adapt the show as mentioned to be harmonious with the I-San local show
applying the show to come along with a group of Morlam or folksong living at Sra Kaeo Village for a

life-living, and touring the show for earning money during out-farming season.

The ethical principle appearing in the I-San Shadow Play shown by the actors and actresses
is actually the activity daily made between parents and their children, older brothers and younger
brothers, friend and friend, king and his Noblemen, husband and wife. The other doctrines used to
control behavior of people in society to have them get peacefulness are respect, gratefulness, but
principles for the daily life-living, are donation, precept reservation, to purify one’s mind, and
equitation etc. As for the ethics appearing in the I-San Shadow Play of Sra Kaeo Village it was found
that the important objective of I-San Shadow Play involving with Ramakian story is firstly to point out
to the morality, and righteousness, it might neglect relatives, and friendship if they were wrong. For
example, the behavior of Phiphake should be taken as an example. One must be righteousness, even
though his relative and friends are not. It is necessary to neglect them, because Dhamma always
overcomes the evils. If Thai people particularly the govemment officials should take the case of
Phiphake to be their good examples. How to be bias for relatives and friends, and how to protect those
who do wrong as mentioned will be minimized, If Thai people intent not to do evils, just do only
goodness, our Thai society will be prosperous and peaceful forever. Ones should realize in the life
philosophy that Your gratefulness may be lost, but your Dhamma will not be lost, and ones should
realize in the Buddhist doctrine “‘Dhamma always protects those who sincerely follow it, and Dhamma

always supports the world.”

So, the I-San Shadow Play Ethics having an influence upon the way of life of Sra Kaeo
Villagers is meant that the villagers have changed the character of the South Shadow Play to be
agreement with the way of life of local I-San people until it becomes already I-San Shadow Play. That
is to say, Morlam or the folksong of tradltional play of I-San people has been changed from the old one
to be I-San Shadow Play which is the play to have people get entertainmennt, happiness, through the
[-san Shadow Play Show. Some group of I-San people have used this great art of play to be tool for
life-living, and earning money for their own families, and it has been the great tool to not only get the
supplementary income for their family, but also to keep up the valuable traditional play to be a

sustainable forever as the Sra Kaeo Villagers have done.
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