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THE STUDY OF LION AND DOCTRINAL SYMBOLS
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ABSTRACT

This thesis aim at studying the king of lions and the Doctrinal Symbols

in the Buddhist Scriptures.

From the study, it is found that in the Buddhist Scriptures there are four
kinds of the kings of lions, namely : Tinasiha, Kalasiha, Pandusiha and Kraisarasiha.
The last one is of very colossal power. According to the Buddhist viewpoints and
beliefs, in Gotama Buddha’s past life, He used to be born as the king of lions for ten

times.

The commentary scriptures concretely reflected the story of the king of lions
towards the Buddha- Would-Be, the disciples and the past births belonging to some
monks.To compare the dignified and beautiful movement possessed by the king of lion with
the characteristics possessed by the meritorious persons such as the great man with the chin
like that of the king of lions; and with the beautiful movement like that of the king of lions,

show clearly that the lion is the animal of high class, power, cleanness, peace and content.
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The comparisons clearly show that the king of lions is the complete symbol and

pattern of the human beings, and self measurement.

Regarding the sculptural arts, paintings, Statues and drawn pictures of the
religiously important places such as at Wat klong Hair, Hard Yai District, Songkhla
Province, it is found that the sculptural arts, in the form of the king of lions was
situated there, This clearly shows the popular revelation that the king of lions is very

powerful and able to protect and keep in order the religious places.

The offices of the present Thai government have brought the king of lions
to be the symbol of the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Interior, This shows
clearly that the revelation of belief in the king of lions is the influential form and the

religious revelation both in Hinduism and Buddhism.

Therefore, the king of lion is just like the symbol of goodness which is still
influential to the Buddhist’s point of views continually from the long past periods of
time up to the present one. It is still in existence and will be prevalent in the Thai

societies forever.
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