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Abstract

This thesis aims at studying the duties performed by the supporters in
Theravada Buddhism, emphasizing the support to the preceptor by the attending monk,
the male devotees and female devotees who support the Buddhist monks and studying
the exemplar people on the side of support such as Ven. Ananda Thera, the millionaire
called Anathapindika, the physician called Jivaka Komarabhacca and the great female
devotee called Visakha.

From the research it is found that to perform the supporter’s duty been in
existence since the time when the Buddha — Would — Be left the household life,
became an ascetic, made effort and was served by Pancavaggiyas, the five ascetics
who accompanied Him when He became an ascetic. When Buddhism was in progress,
there were more people who were ordained step by step in Buddhism. The Buddha
granted the Sangha to be the preceptor and the teacher. He also set up the rules for the
Sangha to perform the duties to them who were pleased be carried out by the

supporters.
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The support to the Sangha being carried out by the male and female lay
people took place at the time when Buddhism spread to them. The main purpose of
supporting the Sangha was to enable the preceptor and the teacher to be in
convenience. On the part of the those doing the duty of supporting, it is clear that they
hope to receive knowledge from the preceptor and the teacher. Besides, the monks
must help and be dependent on one another according to the enacted disciplines. That
The male and female lay people support the monks is just to enable the monks to have
convenience, to observe precepts, to practice the doctrines according the monk’s
advice.

The person who was the example in performing the duty of support is
Ven. Ananda who performed his duty with sacrifice, without a hope for repayment,
with extreme respect to the Buddha and with the admiration from the Buddha as better
supporter than all the monks. The millionaire called Anéathapindika was the one firmly
pleased in Buddhism and was interested in supporting Buddhism in various ways,
especially in supporting the Sangha. He supported the Sangha so well that the Buddha
admired him as better than all the male lay people in offering charity. Mrs. Visakha
was a female lay disciple who was interested in supporting the Sangha in various ways
such as offering the cloth for using in taking a bath, offering the rice-gruel and
medicine etc. She was the most active in offering charity so much so that she was
esteemed by the Buddha as more excellent than others in offering charity. The
physician called Jivaka Komarabhacca was the example in the point of medical
science. He was the great doctor all the time. He was a food doctor interested in doing
the supporter’s duties in curing the sick monks. He was the special doctor for the
Buddha, was the donator giving the full support to Buddhism, and was full of precepts,
doctrines and moralities.

The application of the supporter’s duty is useful for individuality at the

broad level. In the part of the Sangha’s institute of one temple to the Sangha
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Organization according to Sangha Administration, there is a state of awe to one
another and a proper behaviour according to one’s status.

On the part of the lay people from a minor society to the social system:-
the families, relatives, community, villages, society and others, there is the system of

performing their duties properly and suitably and all the societies will live peacefully.
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