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Abstract

This thesis is aimed at studying the concept of Anatta as religious language
and analyzing the meaning for appropriate usage. The researcher has collected data
from a variety of sources, such as the Tipitika, the commentaries, the sub-
commentary, theses, and various relevant books. This thesis is divided into five
chapters, as follows : -
Chapter 1 : The Background and Importance of the Problem.
Chapter 2 : General Theories of Religious Language.
Chapter 3 : Linguistic Problems Regarding “Anatta”
in Theravada Buddhist Philosophy.

Chapter 4 : Analysis and Comparison of the Concept of Anatta in
Theravada Buddhist Philosophy and General Religious
Linguistic Theory.

Chapter 5 : Conclusion and Recommendations.

From the research, it is found that :

1. The Western religious linguistic theories analyze only from the
theoretical perspective of meaning. They just seek the true meaning of words. They
do not make detailed analyses in depth regarding disputed issues. Thus, they only
examine religious linguistics superficially from this one point of view. This contrasts
completely with Eastern religious linguistic theories especially the classical Buddhist
philosophical works. The Buddhist philosophy aims at taking theoretical perspectives
and analyzing them in detail to receive the results useful for oneself and society in
general. Specifically, this means leading oneself and one’s association to reach
transcendence from suffering.

2. The word “Anatta” as a word in the Magadhi or Pali Language can be
interpreted in many different meanings, especially in the sentences uttered by Lord
Buddha. The Thai people do not come from Magadha State. Thus, they are not able to
penetrate clearly into the deeply true meaning of Anattd. Even the assembly of
advanced researchers, as a whole, are not yet able to agree with the unambiguous and
correct definition. Thus, there are still various interpretations of the word Anatta,
dependent on how far one broadens one’s viewpoint to include the various
perspectives found in societies some of which may be true and others false.

3. From this analysis, we learn that there should be three broad meanings
of the word Anatta, as follows:
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3.1 When Anatta is taken as a common term, used and understood
generally everywhere, without specific reference to Buddhism, it should be
interpreted as “Non-self,” or “You can’t find any real core,” or “You can’t find
yourself.” This is called Anatta used in everyday’s colloquial and human parlance.

3.2 When Anatta is considered as a name for worldly phenomena such
as the psycho-physical organism or Five Aggregates, for example “the body is not
self”, “feelings are not selves,” “perception is not self,” “thought is not self,” and
“consciousness is not self.” In this case, the linguistic game of Anatta changes to the
context of the Five Aggregates, but the meaning does not change. Anatta, used in this
new context does not the changed meaning. For example, when Lord Buddha said
“Bhikkhus, because the body is non-self, the body is subject to sickness.”

3.3 When Anatta is applied to Nirvana (Nibbana in Pali), one must
differentiate in accordance with the usage of the word — whether the speaker is using
Nirvana to refer to a temporary, worldly and psychological state (Lokiyadhamma) or
to the ultimate state achieved through enlightenment (Lokuttaradhamma).

In conclusion, the meaning of Anatta is not yet absolutely certain. This is
because it depends on the context in which it is used. The main problem with Anatta
is that its meanings in the Pali and Magadht languages are not the same. Penetrating
deeply into the fundamental linguistic point regarding Anatta, we find that the people
have different visions in the question. Buddhist philosophy views Anatta from the
Jhana perspective. It aims at understanding the current condition, which leads to
transcendence to the apex of Buddhism, Nirvana. Western philosophers, however,
investigate only the superficial meaning, because they have the different religious
foundations.
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