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ABSTRACT

This Thesis is a qualitative research and a documentary one. The main
purposes of the research are : - 1. To study the origin and development of the
construction of cetiya in Buddhism, 2. To study The Influence of Buddhism towards
the construction of cetiya in Sukhothai Period , and 3. To study the form of the
construction of cetiya in Sukhothai Period continuing up to the present time.

From the research it is found that the construction of cetiya started
before the Buddhist Period. It was originated from the ceremony of cremation and
the preservation of ashes carried out by the Aryan people believing in
Brahmanism. The earliest cetiya was built as a mound in which the honourable
persons’ ashes were kept. The Aryan’s ways of preservation were later adopted to
be used in Buddhism by the Buddha. Therefore, the construction of cetiya in
Buddhism became a common culture for sacred spot. The culture was initially
started in India and sprad to its neighbouring countries such as Sri Lanka in
which one can find the similarity in the types of cetiya architecture. Thailand also
adopted Buddhism from India and Sri Lanka. From the evidence in Mahavamsa
scripture, it is found that Buddhism coming to Thailand for the first time was the
Hinayana Buddhism. One of the missionaries sent from India by king Asoka the

Great was the one coming to Suvannabhumi, in Thailand. The Suvannabhumi is



From this research it is found that there has been the interpretation of
various viewpoints regarding the types of the cetiya. Such viewpoints can be
classifind as follows : -

1. The Buddhist principles of teaching are interpreted as the components
of cetiya.

2.The viewpoint regarding the types of cetiya according to Brahmanism
are interpreted according to the names of the scriptures in Brahmanism such as

Vishnupurana Scripture, The Mahabharata etc.
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