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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims at studying the Thai people’s attitude towards
the future Buddha, Phra Sri Ariyamettrai in Theravada Buddhism. It isa
documentary research on Phra Sri Ariyamettrai’s biography, the
viewpoint on the story about Phra Sr1 Ariyamettrai in Theravada
Buddhism, and the belief in Phra Sr1 Ariyamettrai in Thai societies.

From the research, it is found that according to the Pali Canon,
the Commentaries, and the Sub-Commentaries, Phra Sri Ariyamettrai is
the One who will fully attain enlightenment by Himself and teach others
as well. He will be endowed with 9 virtues as follows : being the Worthy
One the Fully Self~Enlightenmented One, being endowed with
knowledge and conduct, being fortunate, the knower of the worlds, the
incomparable trainer of trainable men, the teacher of gods and men,
being enlightened and blessed. His role is to administer the monks’
community (bhikkhusangha) and to be a Great Master to help sentient
beings by means of preaching the Dhamma which is beautiful in the
beginning, beautiful in the middle and beautiful in the end. He also

announces Brahmacariya both in the meaning and in the alphabet utterly
and completely.

The concept of Phra Sri Ariyamettrai in Pali Canon,
Commentaries, Sub—Commentaries and additional texts represents the
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time at which He will be born and the Buddhahood existing universally
by tracing back from all the past Buddhas upto the present One and the
future One. Thus He is in the same clans of the Buddhas with different
names.

Phra Sri Ariyamettrai is about to perform the ten perfections
(Parami) for 16 uncalculable aeons and 100,000 great aeons and will
become the All-Knowing Buddha called Phra Sii Ariyamettrai in the
future, next to Gotama Buddha, the present Buddha. His name will be
Mettraiya as found in the Three Baskets. He will be enlightened and will
become learned, helping the world in the auspicious and developing
_aeon in the same way as the four formers Buddhas namely ; Kakusandha,
Konagamana, Kassapa and Gotama.

It is found that the ideas appearing in the Three Baskets and
other scriptures are brought and explained in Anagata-vamsa scripture to
make them clearer by adding the future Buddhas to be 10 and focussing
on Phra Sri Ariyamettrai in the social state that it is the golden age of
economy, politics and societies with no poverty, no farmer ,no commerce,
no problem crime, prostitute the rising up in arms etc. Moreover, the
polities will be stable, with good order, equal right in the Dhamma, ideal
society and happiness. What one want can be picked down from the Kalp
Trees with a long pole. All people are fair and beautiful, not high, not
low, not white, not black, not fat, not thin, having long life up to the
age of 80,000 years.

The belief in Phra Sr1 Ariyamettrai held by the Thai societies
from Sukhothai Period up to now has been that one who can listen to the
13 chapters of the sermon of Great Birth(Mahajati) up to end in one day,
will receive much profit. One must always give alms, observe precepts
and develop meditation etc. With these mentioned good actions, one shall
be born in Phra Sr1 Ariyamettrai’s religion in the future. This kind of
belief has spread in all the communities in Thailand.
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