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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this Thesis was to have an analytical study of the changing
trends in performing cremation ceremony in Buddhism :- A case study of Wang Chai
Village.

This Thesis is a qualitative research work which emphasizes on the
documentary research and it collected data in the research area. This research was
divided into 5 chapters.

The result shows that the trends in the performances of cremation ceremony in
the case of Wang Chai village was divided into 2 levels

1. To study the history of performing cremation ceremony before the life time
of Buddha, performing cremation ceremony in Thailand, and the performing cremation
ceremony at Wang Chai Village which performances are orderly.

2. A changing of the performing cremation ceremony has many causes as

follows;

Page 6 of 101



G0 Uoumadinenst \
foh mﬁn&wﬁfmwﬁmﬂmm;wm‘ﬁ

a —

2.1. Internal factor: Kindness in the relationship between the members of the
Wang Chai Community has changed from the past which experienced good
relationship and generosity to each other and benefits. But in the present day, the social
attitude has changed to helping others on the basis of material benefits.
2.2. External factor:
1. the decreasing trend in relationship among the members of the society.
2. Social values have changed. In the past culture and ceremony, the
helping hand was extended by giving such as Hit 12 (12 monthly merit ceremony)
and Krong 14 (14 manners) of northeastern people. This was done for encouraging the
culture of northeastern people. But in the present day, the persons, who come to help
and participate in these functions, are few and that too depends on their status not on
their virtue. In the present day, a majority of people emphasize with their mouth and -
stomach without showing generosity to each other or in other words it may be usually
said that human beings have become more selfish.

Social change, economic change and technological cause are responsible for a
change in the performing of cremation ceremony. In the past, it was done as a duty to
help each other. But in the present day, it has just become the duty of a host. In the
past, there was no dancing performance in front of dead person. There was no reading
of autobiography of the dead person too. But both came into place changed
circumstances in the present day society. The change is responsible for 2 causes:

1. Capital economy; the agriculture in the villages used to produce for
consumption in the family in the past, is now on a profit and loss basis.

2. In the past, everyone co-operated in the cremation ceremony because of the
gratefulness both to the living and to the dead person.

This has changed now in the cremation ceremony of the Wang Chai people in

Khon Kean province.
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