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ABSTRACT

An analytical study of Devadhamma (moral shame and moral fear) in Theravada is a
documentary research of Dhamma to impove oneself and Thai societies nowadays.

The objectives of the research are as follows :-

1. to analytically study the Devadhmma Doctrine.

2. to analytically study the significance of Devadhamma in Theravada Buddhism.

3. to study Devadhamma as a process of training oneself and society to gain
happiness both mundane and supermandane.

From studying it is found that the Devadhamma is Hiri (moral shame) and Ottappa
(moral fear) which are moral shame and moral fear for doing an evil and bad conduct such as
bodily misconduct etc. which are sources of goodness, happiness and growth in the present world
that cause human being to be born in heaven and to gain Magga (the path), Phala (effect) and
Nibbana (the supreme goal of Buddhism)

The person who has Devadhamma of Hiri (moral shame) and Ottappa (moral fear)
will express himself both negatively in the way of being afraid of doing an evil, bad action and
corruption and positively in the way of loving goodness, having right thought and right speech,

doing good ation, and having sincere and right conduct.
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The Devadhamma of Hiri (moral shame) and Ottappa (moral fear) are the bases of
good conduct and good action to improve oneself to have good environments, good societies,
good mind and good wisdom. One who is possessed of Devadhamma can adjust one’s life to be
a balanced one, and his body and mind are a very strong. He can support the society to be of
good conscience and responsibility, and of good principles in leading the household life for
improving the families in societies, so that they may have good conscience for the interest of
the nation. Moreover the Devadhamma can support the people to be good leaders with moral
conducts to lead the people to love harmony and to be liberal minded which causes peace and
brotherhood to arise in the world, just as the dieties having Devadhamma, living together
peacefully and happily in the heaven.

In conclusion moral shame and moral fear in Theravada Buddhism can be
summerized as being Supreme Dhamma to develop oneself to be possessed of good conscience,

the societies to be good ones and the nation to be a peacefull one to live in.
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