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ABSTRACT

We have three main pbjectives from the opinion survey on student monks, officers and
lecturers (professors or teachers) at Buddhachinnarat Sangha Colledge namely:

1. to study the effect of the Thai constitution of 2540 B.E., selection 9, 38 and 73 to

Theravada Buddhism in Thailand,

2. to know the public thought about the effect of the Thai constitution of 2540 B.E.,

selec_tion 9, 38 and 73 to Theravada Buddhism in Thailand,

3. to utilize the results of this research to Theravada Buddhism in Thailand.

The sample consists of 156 first year to fourth years student monks, 21 officers and 7
lecturers (professors or teachers). Independent variables are sex, education level, age, marital
status, occupation, and living area. Dependent variable is the thought of people  in sample to
the effect of the Thai constitution of 2540 B.E., selection 9, 38 and 73 to Theravada
Buddhism 1n Thailand.

Based on the survey, we crucially found that there is completely no effect of the Thai
constitution of 2540 B.E., selection 9 to Theravada Buddhism in Thailand. The point that this
selection cornstitutes the king to be a professed Buddhist and a chief defender of the faith is

appropriate and it is the royal custom that has been inherited for a long time.
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We also found that the selection 38 fairly gives the right to people to believe in any
religions, sects and people can legally have freedom to perform religion rituals according to
their belief without being against the law or ethic. People who answer the questionnaires agree
with the constitution selection 38 because the religion teaches and encourages people in the
society to live peacefully. People are protected from being taken away their right or losing
their own advantages for believing different religions. In summary, people completely have
freedom to live their life along the religion rules without persecution, with love and harmony,
even they believe in different religions.

In case of the constitution, selection 73 saying the state has to sustain the religion and also
to promote the agreement among religions. People agree with this constitution, meanwhile
they suggest that the state should support the religion according to the proportion of religion
followers and protect all religions equally.

Even the Thai constitution of 2540 B.E., selection 9, 38 and 73 have no effect to the
Theravada Buddhism in Thailand, the faith and royalty to the religion by inducing religion
teaching for living is still low. This is supported by the statistical data of low ordination.
Tentatively, religion followers will be found only in the census, the number of population who
ordain to be followers will be decreasing.

The suggestion from the sample is the state should provide the budget to support the
religions by giving convenience to people to perform religion ceremonies, issuing the
campaigns for religion activities, promoting the scholarship for religion studies to the monks,
novices and general people. In addition, the state should equally protect all followers of every
religion.

The state should also more supplement people who study the religion to play important

rules in the society, for example, as religion teachers in the army called the chaplain.
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