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ABSTRACT

An attempt is made in this thesis to comparative study of Jen in Confucian
Philosophy and Metta in Buddhist Philosophy to find out similarity and difference between
both teachings of Confucian Philosophy and Buddhist Philosophy.

The important points of research can be summed up as follows:-

Firstly, in definition and meaning of Jen and Mettit is pure mind and good
feelings to oneself and to society which can go together happily without differentiation. But
some points are different. For Example, Mettd in Buddhist Philosophy is specified that
feelings and wishes are not concerned with lust and passion, while Confucian Philosophy
ignore it, and in the Confucian philosophy, Jen comes with birth, while Buddhist
Philosophy denied.

Secondly, in substance and, cause supporting to be, both Jen and Metta start with
mind and then develop to action and speech in different ways by practical life. But the
different points are, Mettd in Buddhist Philosophy hase some ideas which Confucian

Philosophy doesn’t have i.e. Buddhist philosophy hase Metta-Cetovimutti. Jen in Confucian



Philosophy cares only human society while Buddhist Philosophy cares all beings not only
human society.

Thirdly, in the goal and importance, both Jen and Metta is specified peace in
society and can be used in all situations. But the different points are, in Confucian
Philosophy, Jen’s teachings about the social and political manners, while Buddhist
philosophy, specially mention about Metta in Tripitaka , which taught by Buddha in monk’s
society is as the meditation’s sense-objects. The status of Metta is not the central idea of the
Buddhist philosophy even though it is important, while Jen is the central idea of Confucian
Philosophy.

Fourthly, in the point of relation with other teachings, both Jen and Metta have
relation with other teachings perleetion for supporting to be perfect. But different points
are, Jen is not perfect because it is not supportied by other teachings. Metta is perfect by
itself; and sometimes it supports another teaching to make it more perfect.

Fifthly, in practice, both Jen and Metta can be started from oneself by training
one’s mind and controlling manners. But the different points are, Jen is attached with
proper conduct (Li) and the format of practice is up to situations, while Buddhist
Philosophy has clearer format of practice.

Finally, the result of practice, both Jen and Mettd are taught only in positive
side, it means there is no negative side, especially practice in lack of knowledge. When
considering in applying to the present society, we find that Mettd in Buddhist Philosophy

have higher position than Jen in Confucian Philosophy.
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