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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis was to study the lottery gambling behavior
problems in community, as well as to study the Buddhadhamma principles for
solving them.

From the research it was found that there are seven main causes
responsible for lottery gambling behaviour in the community under consideration.
These are as follows -

1. The Gambler - Disillusioned by excessive greed and the strong
desire to accumulate wealth, which in the Buddhist term is called “lobhacit” the

gambler himself/herself acts as the root cause.



2. Government Lottery - The perpetuation and popularization of
government lottery is a big cause that increases and fuels the already present and
innate tendency of human greed, making people crave incessantly for more wealth
which in turn makes both government and illegal lottery flourish.

3. The mass media - The media equipped with the latest technological
application is another cause which increases the tendency of greed in people
through propagandist advertisement of lottery results and lucrative information
about the winners.

4. Poverty - Prevalent poverty in society with people having relatively
lower income, but higher expenditure rate has made a section of the society opt for
lottery gambling as the only tempting option for fulfilling the dream of getting richer
in a very short span of time.

5. Education System - An inefficient education system starting from the
primary level which fails to impart rational thinking and to make people realize the
evil effects and dangers of lottery gambling.

6. Irrational belief - The growing irrational and short-sighted belief with
emphasis on magical or mystical power that has set the trend of thought that one
can hoard enough wealth without much labour or effort and low investment can
bring higher income has caused more people to take to lottery gambling.

7. Deterioration of moral values - The loss of Buddhist
conscientiousness which has made people involved in lottery gambling fail to view
their own behaviour as morally degraded/wrong and their action as a bad example
to others.

Lottery gambling has tremendous adverse effects on the well-being
of the family and the community at large. The adverse effects can be summarized
as follows:- (1) the adverse mental and physical effects on the gambler
himself/herself, (2) effects on the economic status and good relationship within

the family (3) adverse effects on the beliefs and mutual respects among members



of the community and (4) loss of confidence in social security and safety of life
and property.

From the research it was found that regarding solving the various
problems arising from lottery gambling, the surveyed community has made the
effort to apply Buddhist principles for the protection and development of the
economic status of the community members by applying seven important
principles or methods:

(1) Principle of community administration; (2) Principle of unity and
community harmony; (3) Principle of community assets or property management;
(4) Principle of seeking community assets; (5) Principle of community development
and strengthening; (6) Principle of good relationship within the community; (7)
Principle of procuring year-round extra income generation for the community
members.

Besides applying all the above mentioned principles, the community
under survey has also applied the governance principle as guided by the way of
life of the community, its traditional customs and local codes that are inscribed in
the Isan twelve months’ tradition or Prapheni Heet Sibsong with full emphasis on
merit-making. The objective behind applying the 12 months’ tradition is to enable
community members to join hands in activities that are good so that they have an
opportunity to educate themselves in Buddhist moral principles and thereby realize
and comprehend the adverse effects of lottery gambling. Although the community
could uphold only seven out of twelve traditional values inscribed in the Prapheni
Heet Sibsong, it has been found that this itself has helped community members to
a great extent to live in harmony to the present time and participate in good

activities which has resulted in peace and prosperity of the community as a whole.
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