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ABSTRACT

Philosophy deems the master of all sciences and concerns with the
human’s way of life, which cannot be divided. Philosophical thinking method can answer
the life’'s question meanwhile it can stimulate human beings to create their system and
their thinking methods. After learning from the ancient philosophers, the period of time
has initiate many philosophical theories in order to seek for knowledge and response to
human’s curiousness. Meanwhile, it helps human relaxing from serious economic
situation and turning back to verify more life style in the means of philosophy. The
concept of human’s valuable and human’s act is often raised to discuss on how we
practice for the valuable life and happiness for living. For these matter two issues have
been concluded:

1. Having a lifestyle by focusing only on spirit is not necessary to practice
for the result according to the theory, which we have learnt throush the mind by
emphasing only intrinsic virtue.

2. Good quality lifestyle should have merit in mind and virtue. The most
important thing is to apply it efficiently as it exists in mind. Practicing confirms the

possessior of virtue of such a person remarkably.



This thesis uses William James’ principles of philosophy referring to the
theory of mind, the concept of mind existing to practicing (Empirical of Idealism) in the
book by William James, and the relevant book to present the principal issue. In addition,
the thesis also brings in some issues with the attitude of mind of Theravada Buddhist
Philosophy in which appear as the evidencs in consisting of the Buddha'’s teaching in
three parts, and a comparision the concept of mind and soul are made to see whether
they are similar or different from each other including practicial method for freedom.

The researcher studied the concept of mind by James in the book “The
Principles of Psychology” which directly reflected James’ mind and found that the
definition of “mind” by James does not only means only soul spirit, but also there are
other synonym exist mind is result in act which cannot completely present in all issues.
There are will, intention, sensation atc. The condition of mind or soul spirit has been a
effect for really action. It is truly confirmation that existence of mind. The subject of
characteristic and mind’'s capacity, The mind will being into action’s stream and
behavior's stream which it is arising, persisting, subsidence and it is a circle. In james’
issues of his practical cessation. The researcher has found he will be focus to really
practice in daily life which he has referred to destroy defilement as much as that he said
to mental development for practical freedom from the all defilement and cessation of
defilement such in the Buddhism but he referred each happiness, destruction defilement
and selfish for truly peace for in the world.

For the teaching of Buddhist philosophy, the research has selected some
proper issues to compare the difference. In this research, the researcher has no
intention to interpret whether the concept of mind by William James is different from
Buddhism or better than the ancient western philosophers, but it is only to present the
fact, which exist in “The Principle of Philosophy” books and others relevant books.

The researcher would opine that the view of mind by James has influenced
on contemporary pragmatist, including the concept of functionalism or duty of mind,

which changed James interest through human’s behavior, especially learning and



emphasizing in the study of the duty of any organ, which occurs from human’s
experiences and is leads to extensive learning and self development. It is a challenging
problem for further research. The study and research will make us reach the appropriate
fact. | hope that the fact of mind, which | have presented in this research, should be the

light and philosophical issue for further wider research.
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2) Within each personal consciousness thought is always changing.
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4) It always appears to deal with objects independent of itself.

5) It is interested in is some parts of these objects to he exclusion of others,

and welcomes or refects -chooses from among them, in a word — all the while.
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“°1. That even where there is atime-gap the consciousness after it feels as if it
belonged together with the consciousness before it, as another part of the same self.

2. That the changes from one moment to another in the quality of the
consciousness are never absolutely abrupt.

““William James, Ibid., p. 246.
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