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ABSTRACT

This thesis entitled Buddhist Concepts and Methods Employed by I-san

Thinkers for Solving Economic Problems had the following objectives—

i) To study different Buddhist concepts and methods for solving

economic problems

ii) To study the concepts and methods employed by I-san thinkers to

solve various economic problems

iii) To do an analytical study of the Buddhist principles that are employed

by I-san thinkers in solving problems related to economic issues



The primary and secondary data for the study was gathered from a close study of the
Tripitaka (both Pali and Thai versions), commentaries and other research articles,
texts and documents. The fieldwork or survey was carried out in Soknamkhao village,
Tambol Kanlueng, Amphoe Vaengnoi, Khonkaen. The research comprises of an
analytical study of standard academic works related to Buddhist concepts and
methods for solving economic problems alongside documents and texts that I-san
thinkers have used. The findings from the research are as follows—

The Asian economic crisis that hit Thailand in 1997 led to great confusion and
drastic effects. The economic problems were actually caused by an unimpeded growth
of Western Capitalist form of economic growth with a total abandonment of the fact
that Thai economy is actually ago based. This in turn destabilized the economic
growth affecting the infrastructure of society. However, countering this trend were
some [-san thinkers who strongly hold the basic or fundamental principles without
blindly adhering to Western Capitalism or Materialist Approach. They displayed
stable idea and ideology regarding their approach to agriculture. In the face of any
economic problem they were able to make a living along the traditional pattern
without having to encounter much difficulty or being burden on others. The story
behind their relative economic success lies in the sole fact that despite the strong
influence of capitalist culture on Thai society, the I-san people strongly adhered to the
principles of Buddhist Economy.

According to the Buddhist approach there are two main economic factors—
production and consumption. But unlike any ordinary economic approach, Buddhism
views the two economic factors of production and consumption along the line of right
understanding. For a meaningful existence, production and consumption should be
based on reasonableness. Use of natural resources should be based on the exercising
of true wisdom or panna. This is contrary to the capitalist approach that promotes the

idea of overproduction and unlimited consumption leading to tanha. The Buddhist



approach emphasizes contentment with four requisites. Such a practice would lead to
the benefit of not only oneself but also others or society at large.

At the present I-san thinkers have found the method for solving economic
problem by their approach of sustainability of natural resources as based on local
wisdom. Their approach includes integrated agriculture that would lead to self-
sufficiency. The selected population that the researcher had surveyed strongly adhered
to this approach of self-subsistence economy. This approach is guided by an eco-
friendly and environmental conscious trend that is guided by the Buddhist Middle
Path approach and the ethical principle of right livelihood. Buddhist Economy teaches
contentment which leads to such benefits as mental peace and physical well being of
every member of society. This approach is useful to counter the aggressively

competitive pattern of Western style consumerist and materialist approach.
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