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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims at Comparative Study of the Middle
Path in Buddhism and the Doctrine of Mean in
Confucianism.

As the result of study, it is found that:-

The Middle Path in Buddhism is the method leading
to the cessation of suffering. The Middle way can be
measured by the correctness directed to the end of suffering,
In the other word, the end identifies the means. According to
Buddhism, the Middle way is the cause leading to the
ultimate effect, that is the cessation of suffering .

The Doctrine of mean in Confucianism can be
measured by considering the normality of mind. By the
normality of mind means, that even though mind is in the
good or bad situation, it does not act in the abnormal



way. It can be kept in equilibrium, that makes the
man do the right thing or be harmonious with situation. So,
the Doctrine of Mean in Confucianism is merely the effect.

As the result of comparative study, the researcher
found different points of views in both Buddhism and
Confucianism which can be summarized as follows:-

1. The Middle Path in Buddhism is the whole
system of the Buddha is teachings, meanwhile, the Doctrine
of Mean in Confucianism is only one of all moral teachings
that is not the most important teaching.

2. The Middle Path in Buddhism is the practical
path that should be arisen in human life. Meanwhile, the
Doctrine of Mean in Confucianism is inborn-nature. It has
already existed in human being and all. It is catered by
Heaven. So, practicing is only the process of reminder in
order to realize his true nature.

3. The Middle Path in Buddhism is clear and
systematic. Each element has clearly the path to practice in
consistence with another. Meanwhile, the Doctrine of Mean
in Confucianism is still ambiguous and skeptical.
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