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ABSTRACT

This thesis concentrated on the research of the frame of the knowledge of
Hinayana (Theravada = the Doctrine of the Elders) Buddhist philosophy and of David
Hume in order to present the scope of the two philosophers. The datum of this research
obtained from Tripitaka (the three divisions of the Buddhist canon) and a commentary,
and from David Hume, the English and general texts, datum of both philosophy have
been taken for comparison case study to comprehend and broaden more knowledge.

This thesis divided into 5 parts (chapter) by studying, in beginning, the source
and the importance of problems as well as the theory of the knowledge of Hinayana
Buddhist philosophy and of David Hume in the aspect of interpretation, the original
source of wisdom, division and nature of knowledge as well as the knowledge
judgement criteria. After such process, students would compare the theory of the said
two philosophers and the analysis of the scope of the knowledge of Hinayana Buddhist
Philosophy and of Hume including the summary of the research and instruction.

The research result found that the interpretation ( meaning ) of the knowledge
by way of Hinayana Buddhist Philosophy give vital role to supreme wisdom to enter
Nirvana (the extinction of the fires of greed hatred and of ignorance), the ultimate
attainment, but Hume philosophy gives the definition of the word “knowledge” that it is

merely the experience of feeling nerve. The original source of knowledge of Buddhist



philosophy of both direct and indirect access direct way acquired by mental culture
practice (meditation) and indirect way acquired by listening understanding acquired by
learning and understanding through reasoning (wisdom resulting from reflection). As
for Hume's source of knowledge, to come from sense by. The knowledge of both
philosophers divided into 2 categories, Hinayana Buddhist philosophy contained both
conventional knowledge acquired by feeling nerve and the supreme wisdom that
enable the human beings to attain enlightenment. as for 2 divisions of knowledge of
Hume, they are: the exterior touching is the impression and the inside thought that is
imagination. The nature of Hinayana Buddhist philosophy is clearly evident in line of the
truth of all nature that free from nescience (delusion) and craving (desire),

entirely attain to salvation. Hume’s nature of knowledge conceived by touching nerve of
material (object) existence. Wisdom from mental development is applied for the
judgement criteria of Hinayana Buddhist philosophy for wisdom practice is the basic
experience to the supreme degree. As for the judgement criteria of Hume, the touching

nerve experience is used, and his definition of context is precise in mathematic term.

The scope (frame) of knowledge is the utmost goal of philosophy of the two
philosophers enables human beings to access the wisdom with their potential as well
as mental and physical ability. From the research found that there are differences
between the scope of philosophy of the two philosophers, they are; the scope of
knowledge of Hinayana Buddhist philosophy is Nirvana enable human beings to attain
salvation, but of Hume, is to cause the experience to meet the desire of one'’s

knowledge. To summarize as follow;

1. The scope of knowledge of Hinayana Buddhist philosophy is salvation
(deliverance), but of Hume is causing the experience only.

2. The one who can access the scope of knowledge of Hinayana Buddhist
philosophy is Arahanta, the Enlightened one, but of Hume is all human

beings who have strong and healthy mentality and body



3. The influence of the scope of philosophy of the two philosophers is relevant
that is the good influence benefit oneself and society who have studied and

practiced such philosophy

Finally, the conclusion would be that there are evident difference. The result of
the research causes us to perceive the inferior and superior points of the philosophy of

the two mentioned philosophers.
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= “All sciences, says Hume, have a relation to human nature. The sole end of logic is to
expiain the principles and operations of our reasoning faculty and the nature of our ideas; moral and
criticism regard our tastes and sentiments; and politics consider men as united in society and
dependent on each other.”
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1993), p 346.
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A Treatise of Human Nature, Book |, p. 48.
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1955), Section VI, p. 21.
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“ “Hume says, is the difference between having an impression of something and having an
idea of it. And the distinction between impression and idea simply a distinction between the degrees of
force and liveliness with which perception strike upon the mind.” By Stroud, Barry Hume.

The Arguments of the philosophers. Editor: ted honderich, Readerin in Philosophy, (London: University
College, 1997), p. 19.

*® “Impression may by divided into two kinds, those of sensation, and those of reflection.
The first kind arises in the soul originally , from unknown causes. The second is derived in a great
measure from our ideas, and that in the following order.” By David Hume,

A Treatise of Human Nature, Book |, p. 51.
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“ “When we say an object is connected with another, we mean they have acquired a
connection in our thought. As was said before, to expect its usual attendant and to believe that it will
exist. This connection, therefore, which we feel in the mind, this customary transition of the imagination
from one object to its usual attendant, is the sentiment or impression from which we from the idea of
power or necessary connection. According to Hume, then, the objects are not hecessarily connected,
but the ideas are connected in our mind by association. The association is the result of repetition, of

custom or habit.” By Frank Thilly, A History of philosophy, p. 352.
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°°" “The idea then of causation must be derived from some relation among objects; and that
relation we must now endeavour to discover. | find in the first place, that whatever objects are
considered as causes or effects, are contagious; and that nothing can operate in time or place.” By
David Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature, Book |, Section II, p. 121.
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Frank Thilly, A History of philosophy, p. 353.
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Hume ‘s answer is that we must distinguish between principles which are permanent,
irresistible, and universal, such as is the customary transition from causes to effects, and the principles
which are changeable, weak, and irregular, such as substance, substantial forms, accidents, occult
qualities. The formers are the foundation of all thought and action, so that, upon their removal, human
nature must inevitably perish and go to ruin. The latter are neither unavoidable to mamkind nor

necessary and useful in the conduct of life.” Ibid., p. 353.
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““I'may venture to affirm of the rest of mankind, that they are nothing but a bundle or
collection of different perceptions, which succeed each other with an inconceivable rapidity, and
are in a perpetual flux and movement.....all our other senses and faculties contribute to this change,
nor is there any single power of the soul, which remains unalterably the same, perhaps for one
moment.”"By David Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature, Book |, Section VI, (London : Fontana,
1970), p. 302.

““ op. cit. p. 73.
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Hendel (New York : Charles Scribner & Sons, 1955), Section VI, p. 21.
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" “We can know only what we experience, and we can reach only probability in the
field to which we are confined...... in the view hat genuine knowledge must be self-evident, but he
finds no such knowledge any where except in mathematics, which merely analyzes its own
concepts.

Hume’s view is empiricism: our knowledge has its source in experience; it is positivism:
our knowledge is limited to the world of phenomena; it is agnosticism: we know nothing of ultimate,
substances, soul, ego, external world, universe; it is humanism: the human —mental world is the only
real subject of our study. By Frank Thilly, A History of philosophy, (Cornell university:
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