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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to comparatively study the concept of
Human nature in Theravada Buddhist Philosophy with Aristotelian Philosophy,
especially the concept of human potentiality and actuality.

The result of research can be summarized as follows:-

The concept of human nature in Theravada Buddhist Philosophy is based
on the theory of Anatta (not-self) which causes one to understand human nature in
different ways up to the state of really transcendental self or selfishness. On the
contrary, the concept of human nature in Aristotelian Philosophy is based on the
theory self (Attd) which causes one to understand the human nature in connection
with self and not beyond self at all.

Comparatively analyzing the two concepts of human nature, we shall find
that the concept held by Aristotle is of both the same points with and the different
ones from the concept in Theravada Buddhist Philosophy. The essences of these
points are as follows:-

The Aristotelian Philosophy and the Theravada Buddhist Philosophy hold
the same ideas namely: - (1) Human beings are born from two compositions: matter or
corporeality (Form) and non-matter or mentality (Soul or Consciousness). (2) Human
body is composed of the Four Primary elements, namely, earth, water, fire and air or
wind. (3) Human beings realize the world through nervous contacts each of which has
the object of its own. (4) Human being’s minds or consciousnesses really exist in
human being’s bodies. They are formless, having connection with bodies and are of
importance to bodies. (5) The Soul or Consciousness is a special nature of human
beings. Human beings are of highest potentiality, and can developing themselves. (6)
Human beings are wise and rational for living. (7) The body of Human beings is an
impermanent, changeable (Aniccata) and is subject to oppression all time, especially,
it is subject to suffering (Dukkhata). (8) Human beings are always related to the
society by nature, because they are made social animals by two kinds of their instincts,
namely, the low-instinct and the high-instinct. (9) Human beings should express their



good behaviors or good conducts to the other people in this world and should express
their friendship to all the people they meet or those who are in contact with them in
order to live together happily in the world.

The differences between the two philosophies are as follows:-

1. Both Theravada Buddhist Philosophy and Aristotelian Philosophy are
different in analysis of the composition of human’s life in the part of corporeality or
matter. The Theravada Buddhist Philosophy gave its details more than Aristotle’s.

2. Aristotle explained the concept of Four Elements in order to explain
only the relationship between human’s life, the world and the cosmos. On the contrary,
Theravada Buddhist Philosophy, not only explained the concept of Four Elements in
order to express the relationship between human’s life, the world and the cosmos but
also explained it for the benefit of the moral value, such as trying to enable one to
understand the egolessness (Anattatd) of all lives or making it to be an object of
meditation for training mind to be free from defilements.

3. Aristotle did not believe that there is the sixth sense in human’s life, but
the Theravada Buddhist Philosophy believed that the mind-contact is the sixth sense
in human’s life.

4. The Soul, according to Aristotle, is immortal, the ‘Form’ of life, and
isn’t bound by the natural law. But, according to the Theravada Buddhist Philosophy,
consciousness is by nature momentary (khanika). It arises, sustains and perishes in
each and every moment. Consciousness is subdivided into three sub moments, namely,
genesis (uppada), development (thiti), and dissolution (bhanga). Besides this,
according to Buddhism, the consciousness is bound to the natural law or law of the
Dhamma.

5. Aristotle believed that the highest goal of the Soul is the reuniting with
the pure Soul of the Fist Mover which is the final aim of human soul, but in
Theravada Buddhist Philosophy, it is believed that the highest goal of consciousness
is the freedom or vimutti from all desires and defilements.

6. From the point of view of Aristotle, the ability to attain to human
absolute being, which is living in happiness as a Philosopher, is the highest
potentiality, whereas the Enlightenment (Bodhifiana) is the highest potentiality from

the point of view of Theravada Buddhist Philosophy.

7. There is no concept of egolessness (Anattatd) of human’s life in
Aristotelian Philosophy, whereas this concept is the main point or most important one
in the Theravada Buddhist Philosophy.

8. The concept of human low-instinct and high-instinct in Aristotelian
Philosophy has less detail and system than in the Theravada Buddhist Philosophy.

9. From the point of view of Theravada Buddhist Philosophy, human
social nature has both mundane and supramundane levels; but in Aristotle’s
Philosophy, human social nature has only mundane level.
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Smith, T.V., Philosopher speak for themselves from Aristotle to Plotinus,

(Chicago: The university of Chicago Press, 1973), p. 67. “The mind may be called the eye of the
soul, and so on.”

* Bertrand Russell, History of Western Philosophy, p. 183. “Mind as speculation

cannot be the cause of movement, for it never thinks about what is practicable. And never says
what is to be avoided or what pursued.”

i Frede, Michael, “On Aristotle’s conception of the soul,” in Modern Thinkers &

Ancient Thinkers, by R.W. Sharples, (London: University College London Press (UCL), 1993),
p. 138. “Descartes uses both the term “mind” and the term “Soul” to talk about the same thing.”
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