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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this thesis is to point out the differences in the
substantial meaning of Nibbana as held by the two sects : the Theravada and the
Mahasangika and also the factors influencing such different views.

This is a documentary research. The researcher selected materials, 12 cases
in all dealing with the subject of Nibbana from Kathavatthu, the fifth volume of
the seven volumes of Abhidhamma Pitaka. These contextual evidences will serve
to lead both parts to reach the same and right understanding of Nibbana. The 12
cases or issues representing 12 different views regarding Nibbana. These twelve
different points of view have persisted by Abhidhamma teachers in various parts
of Thailand. The study of the 12 issues causing different views of interpretation
of Nibbana have been presented impartially and realistically. In addition, personal
opinions of certain Abhidhamma scholars of present day in Thailand are brought
to be considered here in order to have the thesis complemented. In the same

time, the factor influencing such different views are also mentioned. The main



cause of the diffenrence is the different outlook the adhere, i1.e. one way is
conservative outlook, another way 1s progressive outlook or outlook made by
linguistic evolution. Hence, it causes Nibbana was called by one group of
Nirodhasacca while on Maggacitta by another group of Nirodhasacca while on
Phalacitta. Caused by this, the basic teachings was broken into different sects
uncompromisingly.

From the study, it was also found that the points of controversy are two.
They are (1) ceasing of Sankhara while on Maggacitta and (2) characteristic of
Nibbana without condition (phalacitta). The resolution of the controversial points
can be made by giving the clear definition of the term before starting any

discussion. By the way, the meaning of Nibbana could be rightly understood.
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