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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study the important events, the doctrinal
principles for maintaining the Dhamma-Vinaya and the principle of Sa=gha
Administration according to the Buddha’s views appearing in Mahaparinibbana Sutta.

From the research it is found that the Mahaparinibbana Sutta is the discourse
recording the important events in the last period of the Buddha’s life. The Buddha
sets the plans, the principles and the method of maintaining the Dhamma-Vinaya in
this discourse.

The Sa=gitikarakas, the group of monks who assembled, revised the scriptures
composed and passed on through recital from generation to generation. Afterwards, the
scriptures were recorded into a written form and published as Tripitaka appearing up to
the present day. This Sutta is considered one of the important discourses in Buddhism
both in history and in religion. The Buddha’s disciples in the past headed by Venerable
Mahagassapa, brought the Buddha’s words addressed to Venerable Ananda in Pali
which can be translated into English as follows : “The Dhamma and the Vinaya taught
and established by Me will be your master after my passing away”. Venerable
Mahagassapa’s words are the important plans for maintaining Dhamma-Vinaya
obtained from the Buddha, which is the cause of the stability of Buddhism until the
present day.

From this research it is found that the principle for maintaining the Dhamma-
Vinaya by Venerable Mahatheras in the past, can be concluded as follows:

1. Regarding the important places, the researcher has found the following
places : the place where the Buddha assigned his date of passing away at Pavalacetiya,
and the place of his complete passing away at Salavanodayana in Kusinara City.

2. Regarding the important persons, the researcher has found the following
persons : Venerable Ananda, Venerable Sariputta, Venerable Mahakassapa, Venerable



Upali, Venerable Anuruddha, Venerable Subhadda, King Ajatasattu, and the Licchavi
Princes of Vajjt state.

3. Regarding the important events, the researcher has found the following
important events : the events of the Buddha’s sickness, the assignment of His passing
away, and His passing away.

4. Regarding the Buddha’s Dhamma, the researcher has found the principles of
Dhamma : Tisikkha, Apahariyadhamma, Mahapadesa, and Appamadadhamma.

5. Regarding the Sa=gha Administration, the researcher has found that the

Buddha did not allow anyone to govern the Sa=gha, but did allow only the Sa=gha to
govern among themselves.
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