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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is 10 sudy of the Doctrines of Buddhism about
Merit and Demesit As Found in Phaya of lsaan. The research work bigins with a
survey of the contents of the meanings of merit and demerit in Buddhism reflected
on a way of life of the Iszan People (Norheasterners), Apart from this, a survey of
the Phaya{lsaan literary works-Isaan Classics Literary Works) in which the Buddhist

Doctrimes are contained was alsn made.
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The thesis is divided into 5 chapters. The main concepts are contained in
chapter 3 and chapter 4 in which the concept of Phaya and its contents mixed with
the Buddhist Doctrines as a whole is contained, and also the concepts of Ment and
Demerits in Buddhism which are picked up and applied by Isaan-Poets 1o insen in
the Phayalsaan Literary Works) are contained. The result of this research work
can be concloded as follows :

From an ancient time immemorial, the Buddhist Doctrines have played an
important role in a way of life of Thais. Generally speaking, all kinds of the people
were living togather in one society, bad and good. high and low class, poor and rich
there may be. Those could pescefully muintwin their life through the Buddhist
Docirines.

Some of Thai people, especially the lsaun people who were personally
interested in poem, or literature were also well versed in the Buddhist Doctrines.
Those created the literary works in verse or prise by wiy of mixmg the Buddhist
Tradition and Local Tradition togather. The objectives of those works were 10
inculcate the descendants. Those Phayas{lsaan Classic Literary Works) have been
handed over from generation 1o gerneration by way of orsl system.

The Isaan people{MNonheasternners) underwent the localntion-systemithe
villagilization-system, of socialization-system they may be called) for a long ume.
They have their own tradition and culture. Although they adopied the foreign
culture, but they adopied and then sdapted 10 be suitable for their actual lives, The
Isaan people, therefore, have their own beliefs, thoughts and way of life which are
different from other regions of Thailand.

Some aspects of these Isaan cultural herituges are reflected in the Phaya in
which the Buddhist Doctrines are incoporated. The Buddhist Doctrines aforesaid
are ten methods of the meritorious deed-performance{ Punna-Kinyavaithu) and ten

paths of demerilorious deed-performance{ Unwholesomeness- Akusalakammapatha).
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This is the tactics of the Isaan scholars in application of the Buddhist Doctnines for
daily life.

The Phaya({lsaan Classics Literary Works) consists of incalculable value, It
tells us about the social situations and way of life of Isaan people in ancient period.
The beliefs in merit and demerit, or wradition of meritorious deed-performance and
the story of sin are much more in the Phaya.

The belels, or wradition mentioned above mitigate the social senous
problems and result in peacefulness and harmony in Isaan society, The noteworthy
point of Phaya is that it impart the identity of Isaan dialect and beliefs. The beliefs
in virtoe and sin are still scientific all the times. Those who have a firm faith in
viue and sin never fall back from the right effort. The Phaya is written not only
for entenainment but for encouragemeni also. The Phava iz reparded as the most
viluable heritage of Isaan people through which the new genemation can see the

splendour of language forever.
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