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ABSTRACT

This thesis is aimed at analytically studying the concept of Vibhajjavada in
two espects, they are, the true essence of the Buddha's teachings and their ethical
value as found in Tipitaka. In philosophical point of view, it is an analytical study of
metaphysical and ethical aspects of Buddhist philosophy which are divided into 5

chapters.
Chapler-| - Rationst-and significance of the problems
Chapter Il : Vibhajjevida thought
Chapter Il : Vibhajiavda in the line of the essence of Buddha's
teachings

Chapler IV : Ethical value according fo Vibhajjavada's thought
Chapter vV  © Conclusion and recommendations

The thesis reveals that Vibhajjevida is the perspective towards things
based on differant aspects or conditions. The Buddha made use of Vibhajjavada in
arguing and negotiating with the othar philcsophical thinkers which rose o B2 in
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numbers. However, Ihese numbers can be summarily classified info two main categories
l.e., Sassaladitthi, elernalism and Ucchedaditthi, annihilationism. Vibhajjavada stands at
the middle of thase two extremes, and is subject o none of them, which the Buddha
used as anfidole o those extremes, hence it was called Majjenadhamma. This
Vibhajjaviida is also antidote to Antagahika - Ditthi { the ten erroneous extreme views)
which was refused by the Buddha on the basis that il is useless. In order o reveal the
usefulness, He made the revolution of the system and set up the new system of thought
i.e., right thought, thought with the system and order, thought with causes and effects
and thought with aims, to the highest truth.

In the metaphysical point of view, the essence of Buddhist philosophy is
classified as Saccadhamma such as The Four Noble Truths, Three characteristics and
Dependant Originations etc. All are the same in expounding that all compound things
are suffering due to their causes which composed of varous aggregates. Those
apgregates, when faced with separalion, are subject to change and finally are out of
conirol. All things arise, maintain for a while and perish in the final according to the
theory of Dependent Origination which goes “When A is B Is, when A ariges B arises.
When A is not B is not, when A perishes B perishes "

Ethical value in Buddhist Philosophy is perceived by implementation of
ethical codes following the Eightfold Noble Path, which is the principal of Buddhist
Ethics, covering the highest proceeding lives in the worldly level as well as the
transcendcnt level. In'the woridhy level, it is emphasized on living a life with biological
relationship i.e.. knowing how o live peacefully with the sumounding natural environment
and society, knowing how to control the mind with wisdom which enables one 1o think,
speak and act in the right way. This is called Iving a good life at the worldly level. in the
transcendent level, it aims at iberation or the atiainment of Mirvana, which s ethical
ideal or ullimate goal in Buddhism. The approach to the liberation can be made follow in
the footsteps of the four couples of the Noble one e, 1o give up ten fetters absolutely.,
This ks the process. However while looking in the whole process, the aspirants must start
the first step of practice at the rule and discipline. Rules and discipline are designed to
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reguiate and control the Buddhist monks in frame supporfing to practice for iberation.
And, if the monks still do not follow the rules strictly, the concept of Vibhajjavada will be
used to control those monks. In order to maintain pure Buddha's teachings (Dhamma
and Vinaya), the \Vibhajjavada is used as the main principle in cheeking and balancing
pure Buddhism from time to time. As in the first councll, the second and as well as the
third, The Vibhajjaviida was used in common as the methodology of verification of pure
Buddhism.
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** Vaman Shiviam Apte, The Student's Sanskrit — English Dictionary, (Delhi india :
Motilal Banarsidass Pubushers, 1093), p. 205

* Rhys Davids T.w. and wiliam sted, Pall - English Dictionary, (The PTS. London
Routiedge & Kagan Paul, Lid., 1947), pp.362-365.; uazalu atikeu Ad, wnedFsgn, (nqeom «
To o vl eto), Wi est.
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