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Abstract

The Thesis is documentary research and is entitled “Analytical Study of
Counting the Numbers of Bhikkhupatimokkha. It has 3 objectives: 1) to study the history
of Bhikkhupatimokkha 2) to study the significance of Bhikkhupatimokkha and 3) to
analyze the counting on the numbers of Bhikkhupatimokkha. The research found that
the meaning of the Buddha’s promulgation is the rules that were laid down by the
Blessed One. Vinaya, the rules for monks are divided into 2types. The regulations
composed by Buddha himself are called training rule (sikkhapadas), while other rules
concern the duties and regulations. Training rule is a matter of the proper regulations
that should be followed. Sila precepts or Vinaya articles are fundamental regulations
and Anupannatti (Final ruling) is additionally laid down by the Buddha. After his
enlightenment and dissemination, only Dhamma existed. Vinaya was promulgated later
on. Due to more interested persons entered into monastic order (Sangha), some of
them were faithful while some were corrupt. Having Asavatthaniyanam dhamma (the
factors leading to defilements), the Buddha then had to laid down training rules (sikkha-
padas). As his saying to Sariputta that because of four types of Asavatthaniya-
namdhamma within Sangha, Vinaya would be laid down. There are five steps to lay

down Vinaya: 1) there are arising causes, denouncements or issues reported to the



Buddha, 2) in order to investigate and gather Sangha, initial wrong doer was ordered
to approach the Buddha, 3) Buddha blamed about the case done by that Bhikkhu,
4) ten benefits were mentioned, and 5) promulgating the case as sikkhapada and
sikkhapadapannatti. Each time one sikkhapada is emphasized. Later on, if those
regulations or Vinaya had the case to be amended or exempted, Buddha would add
amendment or exception. It will be called Final ruling which replaced the former one.
Having studied the significance of Bhikkhupatimokkha, it was found that it was so-called
because it helps eliminate the Asavatthaniyanam dhamma and shows 10 benefits
within the tisikkha as the representation of the Buddha and the root of Buddhism.

The results of study were also revealed that the oral recitation of
patimokkha for the first time has no evidence to identify the numbers of training rules
(sikkhapadas) precepts of apatti aggregate. But there were more than one hundred and
fifty training rules raised for recitation. No evidence in Pali shows what these numbers
are. Someone hypothesize about these numbers and had the opinion that there were
only one hundred and fifty training rules (sikkhapadas) to be recited, which would be
mistakes. However, this research shows that the Buddha has added more training rules
later on. Up to the times he passed away, there were two hundred and twenty training
rules, which composed of the four Defeats (parajika), the thirteen Formal Meetings
(samghadisesa), the two Undetermined (aniyata), the thirty Forfeitures (nissaggiya), the
ninety-two minor matters (pacittiya), the four Confessions (patidesaniya), the seventy
five Trainings (sekhiya). In the oral recitation of Bhikkhupatimokkha, the seven rules for
settling disputes (Adhikaranasamatha) were also added in recitation. Therefore, it is
totally two hundred and twenty seven items as mentioned in Vinaya Pitaka
Mahavibhagkha Vol. 1 and Vols. 2 and Parivara Vinaya Pitaka Vols. 8.
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Then it occurred to monks :
“Now, how many ways for the recital of the Patimokkha are there ?” .
They told this matter to the Lord. He said :
“Monks, there are these five (ways for the) recital of the Patimokkha :
having recited the provenance, the rest may be announced
as though it had been (already) heard,;
this is the first (way for the) recital of the Patimokkha.
Having recited the provenance, having recited the four offences
involving defeat, the rest may be announced as though
it had been (already) heard ;
this is the second (way for the) recital of the Patimokkha.
Having recited the provenance, having recited the four offences
involving defeat, having recited the thirteen offences entailing a formal
meeting of the Order, the rest may be announced as though
it had been (already) heard;
this is the third (way for the) recital of the Patimokkha.
Having recited the provenance, having recited the four offences
involving defeat, having recited the thirteen offences entailing a formal
meeting of the Order, having recited the two undetermined offences,
the rest may be announced as though it had been (already) heard; this
is the fourth (way for the) recital of the Patimokkha. Ricital in full is the
fifth. Monks, these are the five (ways for the) recital of the Patimokkha.
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