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Abstract

The thesis entitled “A Study of Worshiping Sacred Objects on Promoting the
Good Behaviors of People in Nangrong District, Buriram Province” aimed 1) to study
the sacred objects in Thai society, 2) to study the traditions of pray sacred objects of
people in Nangrong District, Buriram Province, and 3) to study the use of sacred
objects to promote the morality in Buddhism of people in Nangrong District, Buriram
Province. This qualitative study analyzed the data from Tripitaka, Buddhist
documents and related literature which are as the field research. The obtained data
were analyzed by descriptive analysis.

The research found that :

1. The sacred objects are things found in nature and created by human
made according to the beliefs that lead to be happy, prosperous and fortunate. Also,
these sacred objects are used to protect oneself from danger including small Buddha
images and a variety of amulets that inevitably effect on the Thai society in all
aspects from the past to present times. The influences of sacred objects on Thai
society are to reach the Triple Gems as a refuge which is as Buddha, Dhamma and
Sangha. This is a refuge or memorial things that lead us to develop both physical and
mental in a good way. However, holding the sacred objects as a refuge is to abide
the alchemy and holiness as the foundation of the appropriate behaviors according
to the rituals of superstition strictly that brings to loss of those things. Therefore, the
difficulty to develop physical and mental is not a real refuge. If we feel anxious, we
cannot escape from suffering. In contrast, if we seize the Triple Gems as a refuge, we
will achieve the real happiness. This leads to the belief of Buddha power found in

Tripitaka. The beliefs of the best practices of the Buddhist gurus and the influences



on ritual advertisements are the power of sacred objects used in the rituals or
Phatthaphisek Ceremony. The influences after the Phatthaphisek Ceremony indicate
that the receivers should keep the sacred objects in the suitable places. They are
confident in arts, Buddhist commercial and character patterns.

2. The worshiping sacred objects of people in Nangrong District, Buriram
Province is to worship sacred objects from nature which are made from wild animals,
plants and other natural resources including hollow tiger fangs, boar fangs, boar wigs,
sesame, walrus ivories, shrink antler, boa spurs, boa bones, stingray stomach, dugout
tears, various crooks, psychical substances. Also, the sacred objects are produced
from the Buddhist gurus, hermits and magic persons as shown in the God worships
namely, Shiva worship, deity worship in Phanom Rung sanctuary including the sacred
objects from the sacred gurus in Nangrong District e.g. Venerable Aiam Thanavaro and
Venerable Pian Silavisutho who build up faith and worship of people as well as the
tattooing from the hermits and magic persons.

3. The worshiping sacred objects to promote the good behaviors in
Buddhism of people in Nangrong District, Buriram Province are to abandon the evil
by adhering the sacred objects with keeping the precepts. This can be seen in the
prohibitions of the use and all steps in producing the sacred objects in which the
seculars have to wear the white robes and practice the five or eight precepts. The
priests who confess and practice the precepts until purity can build up the sacred
objects completely according to the traditional pattern of sacred objects’
establishment. That means all sacred objects’ builders always have an opportunity
to practice the precepts. The sacred objects are as the ruse to convince the creators
and users to practice Dharma. When they owe the sacred objects, they worship and
pay respect both before waking up and going to bed, carrying them to everywhere
and praying with humility. Making the cheerful mind is to worship the sacred objects
and pay respect to the Buddhist gurus who allow people to rent the small Buddha
images. The users have a chance to practice more intellectual knowledge in order to
improve their understanding thoroughly. They can pray the variety of Buddha,
Dharma and Sangha virtues which is to request the amulets as Buddhanussati -
Recollection of the Buddha, Dhammanussati) - Recollection of the Dhamma, and
Sanghanussatim - Recollection of the Sangha. The use of amulets is a fundamental
to help raise the mind of the users to practice the meditation and train intellectual
knowledge. Eventually, the mind of users will become the true amulets; that is, the
mind of users will end to the suffering of passion which is totally in the users’” mind

when the mind becomes truly amulets.
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