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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a qualitative study with three objectives: 1. to investigate the
impacts of drought crisis caused by climate change in Kanchanaburi’s
Thongphaphum district, 2. to study drought management strategies of state agencies
and local people and 3. to seek for alternative of drought management to make the
district coup with the crisis more efficiency. It was accomplished with review
literature and participation observation approaches. In-depth interviews were used to
collect information from 17 key informants which are officials from related-state
agencies and local people.

The findings are concluded as follows:

1. Climate change causes the province faces with longer prolonged
drought, longer summer and shorter winter. Variation in temperature and climate
patterns also appear. Rainfall decreased and delay that effect to inefficiency of
irrigation system. Droughts lower the quality of soils and cause ecosystem
degradation. These all lead to health problems of the residents.

2. Local state agencies handle the situations with ad-hoc strategies such

as supply clean water to communities faced the abnormally dry by trucks or allow



them to directly pump from natural water ways, if with availability of water
resources. There are also some long-term measures to address the problems by drill
the wells, create local pipe system as well as check dam constructions.

3. Strategies to address prolong drought in the province in accordance
with sustainable development are including: 1) human management: open room for
people participation and cultivate environmental concern among children, 2) social
management: coordination of community’s triangle pillars: temple: communities and
state agencies, is created to make all stakeholders move forward to coup with the
problem together, 3) environmental management: allow local people to gain more
form community forest in a sustainable way and encourage them to switch from
chemical farming to organic farming, 4) technology management: waste water to be
treated before being discharged natural water ways, and social media are used to

promote environmental campaigns.
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