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Abstract

The aims of this research were: 1) to study the origin and development of
the culture of Sema stones in Buddhism; 2) to study the lifestyle in Buddhist
community in Chaiyaphum province; 3) to study the cultural relation between the
Sema stones and the community lifestyle of Buddhists in Chaiyaphum province. This
qualitative research was conducted by collecting the data by means of the
participatory observation and the structured in-depth interview of the samples within
the studied area before the obtained data were presented by the descriptive
analysis.

The research results revealed that the Sema stones were created from the
Buddhist provisions in the discipline (vinaya) of using the stone sheet as the
boundary markers of the Uposatha. It is influenced by the art from the Pala-Sen
periods of India, combined with the concept of embroidery of the stone carved in
the shape of Sema Dharma Wheel in the reign of Ashoka the Great by bringing the
stories in Buddhism to be created and presented as a carving picture combined with
the invention of various patterns. Then, it was developed as a unique stone leaf
shape in Dvaravati, Sukhothai, Ayutthaya and Rattanakosin kingdoms. There is also a

combination of improvement in both Mon culture and Khmer culture and it



eventually becomes evidence that recorded the history, art, dress, language,
literature, traditions and civilization of Theravada Buddhism in the community.

Lifestyle of Chaiyaphum people has been seen as a farming and hunting
community with peace and simplicity. Most people in the community respect
Buddhism and believe in ghosts. There is a culture that blends with the Buddhist
practices that come with Indian culture, Dvaravati culture in a central region, Khmer
culture in the capital city and Lao culture combined with the local traditional ritual
traditions, resulting in rituals and traditions, namely Phee Fa Dance, Hea-nak, Krathup
Ceremony, Relics Bathing Ceremony, Stupa Bathing Ceremony, Sema Stone Bathing
Ceremony, Hea Kapkeaw Buakhaimalai King Muaeng Kalong Ceremony, Prayai
Dvaravati Bathing Ceremony, Celebration of Chopho Phaya Lea, Boon Duen Hok Nong
Plathoa. These ceremonies have been practiced until today.

The relationship between the community life and Sema stones in
Chaiyaphum province is related to Buddhist culture, beliefs, faith, arts, traditions,
rituals, languages, letters, literature and dress. It is a close relationship at the level of
kinship and mutual influences, causing the people in the community to change the
culture which is derived from the research of knowledge from the Sema stone to use

in living under the belief in the same culture.
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