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ABSTRACT

The: purpose of this thesis s to criically study the concept of freedom
in Theravada Buddhist philosophy, *including some related ideas for seeking a
clear-cut standpoint about  in terms of both means ends and also for working out
for freedom essentially required individually and socially. It is worth attempting as
to how Theravada Buddhist philosophy could make a contribution to such a
‘condition.

The  thesis is divided inlo five chapters in which main ideas are
contained as followed :-

1.The principles and reasons of the issue are explained for the
reseach.

2. Surveying general meanings of freedom along with opinions of some
scholars and philosophers on this concept for criically analyzing and evaluating.

3. Explaining  Theravada  philosophical concept of freedom  as
appearing in the Tipitaka and systematically analyzing and interpreting from the
standpoint of the Dhamma and examples shown therein
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4. Mentioning the form of freedom applying and the principle of insttution of
Freedom in Budahism comparing 1o applying of freedom between Buddhism and
democracy adaptation in Thai

5. Menti

g the all studied and researched conclusion with proposition in
advising and  introducing the matters which have not yet been being studied and
analyzing 1o go on the research,

From studying by all researchs, the great contributions of conclusion on
applying of Freedom on the thought of Buddhist philosophy are as following :-

1. The word "Freedor" on thought of Theravada Buddhist philosophy has
two implications. Firstly, it means the method or the acting of what without and
obstacles or barriers can be operated. lLis itsel a fs greatness, being of self by being
able to choose the way of ife by itself, not being controlled by any power. Secondly, it
means the Freedom which is the aim o the result doing, causing happiness and having
the four-sided- Freedom. they are 1) Physical freedom or not being disturbed by lacking
at food clothing, shelter and medicine.2) Social freedom or neither being socially
exploited nor being human rights violated as well as non existing in the situation of
violation, terrorism and war-fare. 3) Emotional Freedor or not being controlled by any
power of defilement

Being good of mental quality such as kindiiness and
gracefuiness, Being good of mental health such as freshness and merriness. 4)
Intellectual freecom, or ot being governed by ignorance but by  the wisdom of the
Oamma Finder, resuling in knowledqe and comprehension about the various maters in
reaiity.

2. Freedom in Theravada Buddist philosophy has definiely, reasonedly
and creatively been applied for more development and creation by thought by speech
and by acting than for using in violation of others. Above all freedom is meaht as the for
physical mental and intellectual salvation. Freedom is not used for supplement self-
defiements.
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3.There are some differences in applying of Freedom about right, duty,
fiberty and equality between Theravada Buddhist philosophy and democracy. The
latter stresses more the right than the duty while the former emphasizes more the duty
than the right. In the respect of liberty and equaity the latter stresses the liberty such as
independence of the nation, not  intervened by the other nor equality by law, while the
former siresses more mental liberty in savation out of defilements than ~physical
one.Institution of Freedom in Buddhism would be originated by practicing Damma in it
while Freedom in democracy is originated by belief and by following the regulating
positive law.
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