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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of the study of the influence of Pili Literature is to
study the history and origin of Paffifsajitaka; to study the influence of PafifiZsajataka
to Thai scciety on different directions, for example, ¢ society, to literary works, to
the Thai traditionalway of life, and Thai folk-tales; and to study the method that the
fomer-clders propagated the Buddhist teaching through jataka or the stories of previous
life of the Buddha, '

The results of the study are as follows:

Regarding to the history and origin of the book, there is no clear
answers, Most scholars have wvarious and different ideas. In my conclusion, it was
written in different times and different ages by many writers. Later on, about 2000-
2200 B.E., there are some Chiang Mai - monks who became the authors of this book,
had collected all stories in one book under the name ' Pafifidsajitaka. The monks
wrote this book in Chiang Mai since at that time Chiang Mai was the center of
Pili smdy . For the ‘method of writing, the authors imitated the structre of the

jataka-commentary by talking about Thai foik-stories as the tales.



o N\ \ o~
e Uadn\anenag
VSN yminendtamrgWiaansolsm inendt

(<€)

As the influence to Thai society is concemed, it was found that this
book has a lot of impact in propagation of Buddhism, in every level, either belief,
rites and rituals, moral, worldly level or transcendental level This books also has
many impacts to the origin of “Thai traditional way of pmcr.iccs“ of people at that
times through the teaching of the Buddha. For the impact to literary works and
performances, there are at least 21 stories from this book that become “stnry-mnde]”
for the poets to write 63 poetries. Beside, the stories in this book are the origin of
plays and performances in different periods. Now the stories are filmed on TV and

movies.

Asregard to its impact on the method of propagation of Buddhism, the
teaching or explaining the Dhamma with folk-talse is the most intelligent method.

The learmners could learn the Dhamma without being bored, but with joy.

From the above evidences, Paifasajitaka is 'the treasure of wisdom'
that the educated man can find ~mental-food for their different aims, either for fun,

Dhamma, religious teaching, history, way of lifes, or others.
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